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October 10, 1996

96-244
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
TEACHERS TO EXPLORE HISTORY AT CONFERENCE

CHARLESTON -- For the 17th consecutive year, Eastern Illinois University's
history department plans to help working teachers become better teachers. "Enlarging
Our Historical Horizons" aptly describes the

1996 Annual History Teachers

Conference, scheduled for Friday, Nov. 1, on the EIU campus.
This year, as in the past, practicing teachers, historians and researchers will
share innovative and productive ideas on how to better teach today's youth in the
fields of history and social studies.
Featured sessions for 1 996 will help show: how to tap into the new technology
of the Internet; how to capture the mystery and intrigue of long-ago cultures of Native
Americans and early settlers now preserved at historic sites in Illinois and nationwide;
ways to access materials and personal accounts of veterans from the Vietnam era in
order to help students understand this time in America's past; and effective ways to
bring critically important Consitutional issues into the classroom.
The keynote speaker, Bob Lombard, executive director of the Illinois Council for
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the Social Studies, will explore ways in which student research and local history can
connect communities with state, national and global contexts.
And conference attendees will again have the chance to attend "Swap Shop"
sessions where participants have the opportunity to exchange and discuss favorite
lesson plans or approaches to history.

The sessions will be facilitated by Lamar

Choate, social studies teacher at Wayne City High School, and Jeff Waldhoff, teacher
of American government, world history and American problems at East Richland High
School in Olney.
Other presenters include Margaret Kimball Brown and Marilyn Gass, both from
Cahokia Mounds Historic Site; Doug Davis, United States/world history teacher at
Arthur High School; Michael Lay, founder of chapter 633 of Vietnam Veterans of
America and project director for MAC-V (Missouri Associated Corporation for
Veterans); Christopher Waldrep, professor of Constitutional and social history at EIU;
and Delores Archaimbault and Charles Titus, members of EIU's history department
faculty and supervisors for history/social sciences student teachers.
Although designed for those who teach history and/or social studies in
secondary/elementary classrooms, the conference can and has benefitted postsecondary level teachers and students planning to become history teachers, as well.
Anyone with an interest in history is encouraged to attend.
The cost of the conference is $30, which includes all presentations, a
continental breakfast, refreshments and lunch. Participants are asked to register by
-more-
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Oct. 23. To do so, or to receive more information about the conference, phone the
School of Adult and Continuing Education, (217) 581-511 6 or (800) 446-8918.
The 1996 conference is being co-sponsored by Eastern's Department of History,
Social Science Program, the School of Adult and Continuing Education, the Office of
Faculty Development and the Superintendents of the Eastern Illinois Educational
Service Regions.
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